“The Ripple”

From: The Church of the Living Water
Goodlettsville, Tennessee

Jesus Answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who
says to you, “Give Me A Drink,” you would have asked Him, and He would
have given you Living Water! John 4:10 NKJV

—
Th Rev Tony Sirten
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Co-Pastor
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Assistant Pastor
Rev. Mike Myrick

Ministers
Rev. Arlene Hall
Outreach Ministries
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Deacons
Steve McKinney
Chris Brooks

The Church of the
Living Water
731 S. Dickerson Pike
Goodlettsville, TN
37072
Phone (615) 948-2679
ww.clwnashville.org
Services
Sunday 10:30 am
Tues Bible Study 9am
Wednesday Pot Luck
Supper  6:30 pm
Bible Study 7:00 pm
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The Pastor’s Pen

Rev. Tony Sirten
Senior Pastor

| pray this finds everyone well and blessed. This month we have been speaking on a
passage in Isaiah. | want to talk to you today about one statement in that passage. It
tells us to be of good courage or to encourage one other. If you sat down right now to
write out a list of things to pray for, how many of those things would be things we are
asking of the Lord not praying in thanks of what we have? | want to encourage you
today we have alot to be thankful for. If you were to make a praise and a prayer list
would not the praise list be longer? If | were to write all mine down | wouldn't have
room for anything else in this newsletter or the next months edition. Just to name a
few, | have a great Mother still alive and kicking high, a wonderful accepting spouse, a
son that loves me in all situations, a daughter in law that treats me with the utmost
respect, 2 wonderfully spoiled grandsons that show me more love than | can receive,
great in laws which are hard to find, a church like no other, co-workers that would
come with just a call, employees that would fight for me in any circumstances, Friends
more than | can count. These are just a few things. | could go on and on. | have my
health good or bad I'm still here, | got a roof over my head, food on my table, and
clothes on my back. Don't get me wrong | would like lots of other things but if | never
get another thing God has done his part, but have | ? have you ? If we answer that
honestly the answer would be no. We waste so much time with the woulda, coulda
shoulda's we don't have time for the do's, did's and done's. There are so many ways
we can encourage each other if we just think about it. A little effort can go so far. We
can encourage people in many different ways. | will give you an example. Several
years ago, | had a pt that had Alzheimer’s and her and her daughter gave me a bible
and a handbook. They wrote in it so, thru the years | have looked at the writing and
been encouraged by it even though the patient is now gone home. Her daughter gets
the newsletter each month and calls to encourage me. So, as | close | wanna
challenge you to encourage someone everyday this month and see how much
encouragement you receive in return. In God's Service Pastor Tony
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February At A Glance

Tuesday, Feb 2

Wednesday, Feb 3

Sunday, Feb 7

Tuesday, Feb 9

Wednesday, Feb 10

Sunday, Feb 14

Tuesday, Feb 16

Wednesday, Feb 17

Sunday, Feb 21

Tuesday, Feb 23

Wednesday, Feb 24

Sunday, Feb 28

9:00 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
10:30 am
9:00 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
10:30 am
9:00 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
10:30 am
9:00 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

10:30 am

Bible Study-Asst. Pastor Mike Myrick
at his home, please ask him for details.

Covered Dish
Bible Study

AM Service-Congregation Meeting (post-
poned from January due to snow)

Bible Study-Asst. Pastor Mike Myrick
at his home, please ask him for details.

Covered Dish
Bible Study

AM Service

Bible Study-Asst. Pastor Mike Myrick
at his home, please ask him for details.

Covered Dish
Bible Study

AM Service

Bible Study-Asst. Pastor Mike Myrick
at his home, please ask him for details.

Covered Dish
Bible Study

AM Service
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Shannon Sadler

Barb & Chelsea
Pastor Johnnie Layton
Chris family

Ann’s family

Lisa Pigg

Ronnie’s Dad

Shelly & Family
Marie & Hobie
Tuesday Bible Study
Dina’s Mom
Ronnie’s Grandma & Mom

Sherre Bishop

Andrea & Gary

Dan & Eric

Dina’s son-good job & his salvation

Church-dealing with grief
The Spiritual Leaders

City of Refuge Church & Pastor Randy Meadows

Prayers & Concerns

Jody’s family
Facebook page

Chris’ travels to Memphis
Shannon & family
Memphis program
Nola

Adam-God’s healing
Suzanne & her family
Libby

Dina a good job
Brother Joe

Mike’s son’s Jeff

Pastor Tony’s Health-strength, new meds & clear mind

Tonja & Arlene’s Job

Connie’s Health

Jessica & Mandy

Ronnie’s van

New Covenant Church in Atlanta
Karen & Annemarie

“Dealing with Depression Group”

Believe It, Receive It, Claim It, Live It
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Psalms 40:1-6

Deacon
Steve McKinney Superstitious about God

When 1 first read these verses, the verse that stood out for me was verse 6. “Sacrifice and
offering you did not desire, but my ears you have pierce ; burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not
require.”. In Old Testament times, people were required to offer up sacrifices and offerings whenever they
sinned against God. This was supposed to display an act of penitence and obedience to God and the world
around them. And when you look around at the ancient world that they lived in, you can see that all of the
religions at the time required some kind of sacrifice whenever you committed an act that would anger the gods
of that religion. The sacrifices were sometimes of money or crops, but often times the offense required a blood
sacrifice. In the Jewish world this was animals or livestock, but in the pagan religions of those days it could
even be a human sacrifice. Many of our current day “superstitions” come from those same fears of retribution
from the gods that existed in ancient times.

But this verse got me to thinking about our relationship with God and how we still think today that we
must somehow make offerings or sacrifices to “Appease the Gods” or in our case “Appease God”. Does this
way of thinking amount to us being “superstitious about God”? How often have you found yourself in a bad
situation and wondered what you did to make God angry enough to punish you? Maybe it’s because | spoke to
someone harshly or maybe it’s because | didn’t attend church last Sunday or maybe it’s because | didn’t put
enough money in the collection plate. |1 have to be honest about this. There have been many times in my life
even after | became a Christian that |1 found myself once again in that “slimy pit” that verse 2 of Psalms 40
refers to, and wondered these very things. I even found myself making plans to correct the action that I felt had
offended God so severely. Sometimes | even put those plans of contrition into action. Did it make the bad
situation disappear? Not always. Does this behavior amount to the same as throwing a pinch of salt over your
left shoulder or knocking on wood to prevent a bad thing from occurring? Possibly it does, old habits die hard,
but it’s probably more accurate to say that we have these thoughts and take this actions because we are human
and still fear the unknown. Even though ridding your life of negative thoughts or actions can definitely
improve your well-being, it does not guarantee that your life will be without problems or conflict. Sometimes
bad things happen to good people.

As Christians, we learn that no place in the Bible does it say that our lives will be carefree after we become
God’s children. God never promises us a perfect life. We will have troubles, we will have trails and sometimes
it will be precisely because we are children of God. What he does promise is that he will never leave us nor
forsake us and we shall not perish, but have everlasting life. When Jesus came to earth to be the “blood”
sacrifice for all of our sins, it was God’s promises to his children fulfilled. We were released from the
bondage of the law and it’s required sacrifices and offerings to obtain atonement for our transgressions against
God. The price for our salvation was paid and atonement was received for all our transgressions. All we had to
do to receive this gift of forgiveness was accept Jesus as our savior and confess our sins to him who was
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without sin. Psalms 40:1-6 lets us know that even David, whom most scholars attribute the book of Psalms to,
knew that God did not require our sacrifices and offerings. After all, think about it, what can you possible give
God that didn’t belong to him in the first place. What God requires from us and even David understood this, is
the “sacrifice” of our love, obedience and most of all our worship.

1 John 4:9-10 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son® into the world that we
might live through him. °This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for' our sins.

In Christ’s service,
Deacon Steve

Silver linings

2010 has not started out to be a particularly good year for our household; health concerns, family troubles, even
financial difficulties. However, through it all I have tried to keep my faith strong and focused on the positive. No matter
how bad things get | can usually find a silver lining in the clouds. After all we always say to other people when they are
going through bad times, “God won’t put more on you than you can stand”. Easy to say when it’s not you with the
problems or concerns. Harder to practice what we preach when it’s our own lives in the storm.

Practicing what we preach really hit close to home for us a few weeks back, when our 11 year old Scottie,
Gemini, became ill. He never was really sick; we just noticed that he just didn’t seem to act like himself. So finally after
a few days we took him to the veterinarian and she did a few tests and told us he had a tumor on his spleen and she
would have to remove it immediately before it ruptured. He came through his surgery like a champ and she took some
biopsies to send to the lab for testing. Then she dropped the bomb on us that she was 80% sure that it was cancer. So
devastated, we took our little guy home, praying and remaining hopeful that she was wrong and that he would be alright.
After all, he hadn’t ever been sick before, why should this be any different. But it was different this time. His tests came
back positive and his doctor told us he had a very aggressive form of cancer that did not respond to chemotherapy even if
at his age he could survive the treatments. Her guess was that we had two months with him and that was probably being
generous given what she knew of this form of cancer. To say the least, we felt as if the floor dropped out from under us.
After all, our dogs are our babies. We spoil them, love them and worry about them like you would children. | don’t think
they even know that they are dogs.

Now | will be the first to admit that since receiving the news, there have been many tearful and sometimes even
angry dialogs with God. | just couldn’t put a positive spin on this! | couldn’t find the silver lining in this cloud! But then
after several days of feeling like God had turned his back on us and we were cursed, | had a revelation. God helped me
remember the things that | had learned about Gemini’s condition when | researched it on the internet and one fact stood
out from all the rest. Most dogs that have this type of tumor don’t get the diagnosis until it is too late and the tumor
ruptures undetected causing the dog to die or by the time the tumor is found there is no other choice but euthanasia. |
realized that we had been given a gift so to speak. We knew what was coming and had been given two whole months to
love and spoil Gemini silly. We wouldn’t be blind-sided by this disease like some people.

Don’t get me wrong when the time comes | know | will be thinking that it’s too soon and it will be hard to make
that decision to end his life, no matter how humanely it will be accomplished. But | pray that God reminds me often
afterwards of the precious gift of two months he gave us.

Job 36:15 But those who suffer he delivers in their suffering;
he speaks to them in their affliction.

In Christ’s service,
Deacon Steve
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Psalms 40:1-6

Chris Brooks

Hello! | pray everyone is doing well, and staying warm. Deacon Steve and | were scheduled to deliver
the message on January 31%, but it was cancelled because of the snow. | really am getting very tired of all the
snow and cold that we have had. Anyways, | am going to try to sum up my message here instead.

The title of these verses in my bible is “Faith Persevering in Trial.” I have read this scripture over and
over waiting for something to stand out. The only thing that has stood out to me is “Faith”. So, that is what |
wanted to share with you.

The first thing | always think of when | think of faith is Sam’s song that says we only need faith the
size of a mustard seed. Great song, Sam!

In Exodus 14, Moses tells us about the Red Sea Crossing by the children of Israel. God had told Moses
to lift up his rod and stretch his hand over the sea and divide it so the children could cross, and God would gain
honor over Pharoah and over his army, his chariots and his horsemen. So, Moses did what God said, and the
children crossed safely. The Egyptians went after them with all Pharoah’s horses, his chariots and his
horsemen. The Lord told Moses to stretch out his hand over the sea, that the waters may come back over the
Egyptians, their chariots and horses. Moses did as he was told, and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the
midst of the sea. Now Moses and the children had to have faith. What would happen today if God told us to
do this? Would we follow?

In Romans 10:17, Paul tells us that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. When we
hear the word of God, there is no better way to get to know God. Yes, at times it is confusing. But, when we
are confused, we should ask the Holy Spirit to help us to understand.

Let me close with a verse from 1 Corinthians 5:7, “We walk by faith, not by sight”. These words
describe an entire way of life. To operate in faith instead of what we see calls for an inner conviction that God
can be trusted to do what He says. When our health is uncertain, He is our Physician. When we’re down to our
last dime, He’s our Provider. When there’s no energy, He’s our Power. When the Enemy surrounds us, He’s
our Protector. If we trust God to do what He says, then we have to trust His timing as well. This is hard for us
planners. We prefer circumstances, people, and events to work on our timetable. This way we have the
illusion we’re in control! God has to remind us all the time: If I’m your Physician, Provider, Power and
Protector...don’t you think you can trust Me to be your Planner as well? (Luci Swindoll from Women of
Faith, Devotional Bible).

If you are in the Nashville area and are looking for a church home, come see what is happening at The
Church of The Living Water. Check us out on Facebook, just type in CLW Nashville in the search bar. If you
are reading this newsletter, know that you are being prayed for! May God Bless You Abundantly!

Deacon Chris
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Letting God

By T.D. Jakes

There are people who can walk away from you.

And hear me when | tell you this! When people can walk away from you: let them walk. | don’t want you to
try to talk another person into staying with you, loving you, calling you, caring about you, coming to see you,
staying attached to you. | mean hang up the phone.

When people can walk away from you let them walk. Your destiny is never tied to anybody that left.

The bible said that, they came out from us that it might be made manifest that they were not for us. For had
they been of us, no doubt they would have continued with us. (1 John 2:19)

People leave you because they are not joined to you. And if they are not joined to you, you can’t make them
stay.

Let them go.

And, it doesn’t mean that they are a bad person it just means that their part in the story is over. And you’ve
got to know when people’s part in your story is over so that you don’t keep trying to raise the dead...You’ve
got to know when it’s dead.

You’ve got to know when it’s over. Let me tell you something, I’ve got the gift of good-bye. It’s the tenth
spiritual gift. | believe in good-by...It’s not that I’m hateful, it’s that I’m faithful, and | know whatever God
means for me to have He’ll give it to me. And if it take too much sweat | don’t need it. Stop begging people
to stay. Let them Go!

If you are holding on to something that doesn’t belong to you and was never intended for your life, then you
need to LET IT GO!!!

If you are holding on to past hurts and pains, LET IT GO!!!

If someone can’t treat you right, love you back, and see your worth, LET IT GO!!!

If someone has angered you, LET IT GO!!!

If you are holding on to some thoughts of evil and revenge, LET IT GO!!!

If you are involved in a wrong relationship or addiction, LET IT GO!!!

If you are holding on to a job that no longer meets your needs or talents, LET IT GO!!!
If you have a bad attitude, LET IT GO!!!

If you keep judging others to make yourself feel better, LET IT GO!!!
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If you’re stuck in the past and God is trying to take you to a new level in Him, LET IT GO!!!
If you are struggling with the healing of a broken relationship, LET IT GO!!!

If you keep trying to help someone who won’t even try to help them, LET IT GO!!!

If you’re feeling depressed and stressed, LET IT GO!!!

If there is a particular situation that you are so used to handling yourself and God is saying ‘Take your hands
off of it,” then you need to, LET IT GO!!!

The Battle is the LORD’s!!!!

If you are in need of notary services, please contact Pastor Tony Sirten.

i0dyssey HealthCare is offering training for hospice volunteers who will visit patients,
irun errands, give caregivers a break, offer support during bereavement, and other caring !
jacts. We offer training and support at no charge. For more information contact Dan Smith
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Our World Could
Use A Helping
Hand

 S——

If my people, who are called by my name will
humble themselves and Pray and Seek my Face
and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal

their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14
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If you have been looking for a church
home that has a lot to offer you should attend one of our many services
and find out for yourself.
The old saying is, “There is no place like home,” so come see what home

IS like!

Come On Home
It’s What
You’ve Been
Searchina For

OOO

Sunday Morning Service 10:30AM
Potluck lunch following 1% Sunday
Board Meeting and Spiritual Leaders Meeting
following potluck on the 1% Sunday
Tuesday Morning Bible Study with Rev. Mike 9:00 am
Wed night potluck 6:30 PM
Wed night bible study 7:00 PM
Dealing with Depression Group every 1% Thursday 6:30 pm

You can reach any of the leaders of our church at our website
www.clwnashville.org

You can contact our Assistant Pastor Rev. Mike
for info on Weddings and Commitment Ceremonies.
Contact Our Pastor Tony for counseling info
and how we can put your gifts to work
Contact Pastor Ronnie about depression class.
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February Birthdays

Happy Birthday

Anniversaries

Jesus Is The
Lighthouse

B B

Cook Books For Sale

$10.00 each or 2 for $15.00
$5.00 for each additional book
All proceeds go to the building fund

What a tasty way to support the efforts of our
remodeling than buying a cookbook. We offer two
great things together, food and supporting our
church! With the holidays coming up, this would

make great holiday gifts!

“ The Ripple”

If God has laid it upon your heart
to give towards this ministry,
here is where to send it.

Church of the Living Water
731 S. Dickerson Pike
Goodlettsville, Tennessee
37072
Please add a note if you want your donation
to go to the building Fund. Thank you in
advance for your giving, and for your support.

May God vastly increase your blessings!

r

February 2010

Pleaseave your soda pull tabs, it
could make a difference in someone’s
life.

Soda Pull Tabs provide Precious

Dialysis Treatment Time
Time
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The Church of The Living Water
731 S. Dickerson Pike
Goodlettsville, TN 37072
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